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The Negro Races: A Sociological Study. Volume II. Jerome Dowd. 

New York: The Neale Publishing Company. 1914. Pp. 310. 

One's adherence to the traditional belief as to the soul of goodness in 
things evil must be rudely shaken by a perusal of Dowd's sociological 
study of the African negro. From all conceivable points of view the book 
merits unreserved condemnation. It is not based on a thorough or even 
fair familiarity with the sources, first hand or secondary; the selection 
and arrangement of the material is arbitrary and misleading; without 
being in any sense a theoretical discussion, the work can not serve as a 
handbook, for descriptive data are in it inextricably intertwined with 
loosely fitting interpretations: geographical interpretations from Miss 
Semple, climatic interpretations from Huntington, that environmental 
magician, sociological interpretations from Sumner and Ellwood, psycho- 
logical interpretations from McDougall. Most of the time the unwary 
reader could not tell where fact ends and fancy begins. 

A minute analysis of the book seems unnecessary and would be tedious, 
but a glimpse of its uncritical character may be gleaned from a few quo- 
tations. 

With reference to the Nubians we read that "the severe struggle 
against nature for existence develops a degree of courage and intelligence 
that renders the mind inhospitable to the grosser forms of superstition " 
(p. 28). Of their music we hear nothing, but "judging from the general 
desolation of the environment and the isolation of the group, the music 
should be of a melancholy strain" (p. 29). As to the Bahima, "the fact 
that nature is not here over-antagonistic and terrifying, and that the 
people have to cope with her and lead a somewhat strenuous life, has a 
tendency to develop reason and to curb the imagination" (p. 61). While 
the author seems to realize that in the present state of our knowledge all 
inference as to intelligence from brain weight and cranial capacity is 
hazardous, such inferences are nevertheless drawn, not merely once, as a 
general statement, but with reference to each group examined. Not satis- 
fied with inferring from cranium to intelligence, the author, driven to 
extremes by the scarcity of craniological data among the Gallas, Somali, 
etc., adopts the opposite method of interpretation. We read : " the rela- 
tion of brain weight to intelligence has not yet been scientifically estab- 
lished, but, if there is such a relation, the brain capacity of the Negro of 
this zone ought to be relatively high, corresponding to his superior intelli- 
gence" (p. 69). And, as if to discourage any possible criticism, the 
author remarks that "there seems to be a correspondence in all the 
African zones between the size and form of the brain and its activity." 
Edifying suggestions accompany the statements about Monbattu music, 
whose " chief musical instruments are the drum and trumpet. These 
instruments seem to predominate everywhere among people, who are 
violently excited by the fear instinct. . . . Stringed instruments, on the 
other hand, seem to be associated with people who are rather mildly agi- 
tated by fear, and live in a continuous mood of expansion and complai- 
sance" (p. 113). With reference to the same Monbattu we are told that 
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" they are actuated strongly by the instinct of flight," and they also " have 
a strong instinct of curiosity, if we may judge from their fondness for 
hunting" (p. 120). 

While the lay reader must be seriously warned against Dowd's highly 
incompetent work, the reading of it serves to arouse the anthropologist's 
instinct of humor, an instinct peculiarly indigenous to modern culture, 
for the reason, no doubt, that civilized man, far removed from the somber 
and horrifying aspects of virgin nature, finds himself surrounded by the 
congenial atmosphere of funny situations, funny people, and funny books. 

a. a. goldenweiser. 

Columbia University/. 
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